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This anthology brings togethere in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese poetry in traditional genres
dating back from the earliest times to the twentieth century. With more than 1,100 poems, it is the most
varied and comprehensive selection of traditional Japanese poetry now available in English.

Ezra Pound called poetry "the most concentrated form of verbal expression," and the great poets of Japan
wrote poems as charged and compressed as poems can be. The Japanese language, with its few consonates
and even fewer vowels, did not lend itself to expansive forms, making small seem better and perhaps more
powerful. There is also the historical context in which Japanese poetry developed—the highly refined society
of the early courts of Nara and Kyoto. In this setting, poetry came to be used as much for communication
between lovers and friends as for artistic expression, and a tradition of cryptic statement evolved, with notes
passed from sleeve to sleeve or conundrums exchanged furtively in the night.

Add to this the high sense of decorum that dominated court society for centuries, and you have the conditions
that led to the development of the classical uta (also referred to as tanka or waka), the thrity-one-syllable
form that acts as the foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between 850 and 1900.

In choosing poems, the compiler has given priority to authors and works gnerally acknowledged as of great
artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto
no Hitomaro, Izumi Shikibu, Saigyo, and Matsuo Basho are particualarly important collections such as
Man'yoshu, Kokinshu, and Shin kokinshu. In addtion, the volume also contains samplings from genres such
as the poetic diary, linked verse, Chinese forms, and comic verse.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Rogers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Traditional Japanese Poetry: An
Anthology book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Christy McCurry:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

David Hedges:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Traditional
Japanese Poetry: An Anthology suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthologyis one of several books that everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Robert Russell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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