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In her latest book, Ross Shepard Kraemer shows how her mind has changed or remained the same since the
publication of her ground-breaking study, Her Share of the Blessings: Women's Religions Among Pagans,
Jews and Christians in the Greco-Roman World (OUP 1992). Unreliable Witnesses scrutinizes more closely
how ancient constructions of gender undergird accounts of women's religious practices in the Greco-Roman
Mediterranean.

Kraemer analyzes how gender provides the historically obfuscating substructure of diverse texts: Livy's
account of the origins of the Roman Bacchanalia; Philo of Alexandria's envisioning of idealized,
masculinized women philosophers; rabbinic debates about women studying Torah; Justin Martyr's depiction
of an elite Roman matron who adopts chaste Christian philosophical discipline; the similar representation of
Paul's fictive disciple, Thecla, in the anonymous Acts of (Paul and) Thecla; Severus of Minorca's depiction
of Jewish women as the last hold-outs against Christian pressures to convert, and others.

While attentive to arguments that women are largely fictive proxies in elite male contestations over
masculinity, authority, and power, Kraemer retains her focus on redescribing and explaining women's
religious practices. She argues that - gender-specific or not - religious practices in the ancient Mediterranean
routinely encoded and affirmed ideas about gender. As in many cultures, women's devotion to the divine was
both acceptable and encouraged, only so long as it conformed to pervasive constructions of femininity as
passive, embodied, emotive, insufficiently controlled and subordinated to masculinity.

Extending her findings beyond the ancient Mediterranean, Kraemer proposes that, more generally, religion is
among the many human social practices that are both gendered and gendering, constructing and inscribing
gender on human beings and on human actions and ideas. Her study thus poses significant questions about
the relationships between religions and gender in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Davy:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Unreliable Witnesses:
Religion, Gender, and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean to read.

Lila Johnson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Unreliable Witnesses:
Religion, Gender, and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
Unreliable Witnesses: Religion, Gender, and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean become your
personal starter.

Gail Beattie:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Unreliable Witnesses: Religion, Gender,
and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean publication written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism Unreliable Witnesses: Religion, Gender, and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean
as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't
ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jeffery Chavis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by



book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Unreliable
Witnesses: Religion, Gender, and History in the Greco-Roman Mediterranean.
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