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In Oh What a Saughter, Larry McMurtry has written a unique, brilliant, and searing history of the bloody
massacres that marked -- and marred -- the settling of the American West in the nineteenth century, and
which still provoke immense controversy today.

Here are the true stories of the West's most terrible massacres -- Sacramento River, Mountain Meadows,
Sand Creek, Marias River, Camp Grant, and Wounded Knee, among others. These massacres involved
Americanskilling Indians, but also Indians killing Americans, and, in the case of the hugely controversial
Mountain Meadows Massacre in 1857, Mormons slaughtering a party of American settlers, including women
and children.

McMurtry's evocative descriptions of these events recall their full horror, and the deep, constant
apprehension and dread endured by both pioneers and Indians. By modern standards the death tolls were
often small -- Custer's famous defeat at Little Big Horn in 1876 was the only encounter to involve more than
two hundred dead -- yet in the thinly populated West of that time, the violent extinction of a hundred people
had a colossal impact on al sides. Though the perpetrators often went unpunished, many guilty and
traumatized men felt compelled to tell and retell the horrors they had committed. From letters and diaries,
McMurtry has created a moving and swiftly paced narrative, as memorablein its way as such classics as
Evan S. Connell's Son of the Morning Sar and Dee Brown's Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.

In Larry McMurtry's own words:

"I have visited all but one of these famous massacre sites -- the Sacramento River massacre of 1846 is so
forgotten that its site near the northern California village of Vina can only be approximated. It is no surprise
to report that none of the sites are exactly pleasant places to be, though the Camp Grant site north of Tucson
does have a pretty community college nearby. In general, the taint that followed the terror till lingersand is
still powerful enough to affect locals who happen to live nearby. None of the massacres were effectively
covered up, though the Sacramento River massacre was overlooked for avery long time.

"But the lesson, if it isalesson, isthat blood -- in time, and, often, not that much time -- will out. In case
after case the dead have managed to assert a surprising potency.

"The deep, constant apprehension, which neither the pioneers nor the Indians escaped, has, it seemsto me,
been too seldom factored in by historians of the settlement era, though certainly it saturates the diary-

literature of the pioneers, particularly the diary-literature produced by frontier women, who were, of course,
the likeliest candidates for rapine and kidnap."
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From reader reviews:
Stacey Thompson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Oh What a Slaughter: Massacres in the American West: 1846--1890. Try to
the actual book Oh What a Slaughter: Massacres in the American West: 1846--1890 as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you sense aone and beside that of course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Shawn Martinez;

Now aday people who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Oh What a Slaughter: Massacres in the
American West: 1846--1890 book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Patrick Garcia:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Oh What a Slaughter: Massacresin the American
West: 1846--1890 is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

GeorgiaYorke:

The book untitled Oh What a Slaughter: Massacres in the American West: 1846--1890 contain alot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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